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The Papers read were— 
1. Communication, to Dr. Shaw frcmi Mr. Fe.4.nk Gregory, on the 
Expedition from Perth to the North-West of Australia. 

Mr. Frank Gregory, on arriving in West Australia to take com- 
mand of his expedition, found difficulties in his way. The Imperial 
Government had granted 2000Z. towards its expenses conditionally 
on an equal sum being raised in the colony. However, the Colonial 
Government were unwilling to take their share, unless certain 
modifications were made in the plan of the expedition, having refer- 
ence to their especial exgencies. If Mr. Gregory had waited to refer 
this altered plan to the approbation of the Imperial Government, 
the season for travel would be lost long before he could obtain 
an answer. He therefore advanced the 2000L out of his own funds, 
and applies to the Government in trust that they would authorize 
the change of plan and would repay him. He was on the point 
of starting, and his Excellency the Governor strongly seconds 
Mr. Gregory's application. 

The Chaiemak, Sib E. Mcechison, strongly commended the project of 
Mr. Frank Gregory, and had every hope that the difficulties alluded to would 
bo overcome. 



The second Paper read was — 
2. Memoranda on North-East Australia, by A. C. Gregory, f.r.g.s. ; 
with Report on the Exploring Expedition to the River Burdehin, by 
J. W. Smith, r.n. 

Communicated by Sir G. Bowen, f.b.g.s., Governor of Queensland, through 
the Duke of Newcastle, f.b.g.s. 

The despatches from Sir G. Bowen enclose memoranda furnished 
to him, at his request, by Mr. A. 0. Gregory, the Surveyor-General 
of Queensland, in which he describes in detail the capabilities and 
present condition of the chief positions in that colony. His Excel- 
lency, speaking of Maryborough, says — 

" On the banks of the Eiver Mary, as of all the other rivers of 
central and northern Queensland, there are vast tracts of country 
admirably adapted for the growth of cotton, of sugar, and of all 
other tropical and semi-tropical productions. 

" Port Curtis is the best harbour, after that of Sydney, on the 
eastern coast of Australia. It was here that Mr. Gladstone, when 
Secretary of State for the Colonies, in 1846, founded a new' colony, 
which was abandoned in the following year by Earl Grey on suc- 
ceeding to office. However, in 1854, the Government of New South 
Wales again formed on the shores of Port Curtis a township which 



122 MEMORANDA ON N.E. AUSTRALIA. [April 8, 1861. 

lias been named Gladstone, and whicli is the outlet of the adjacent 
pastoral countries of Pelham and Clinton. The excellence of the 
harbour, the salubrity of the climate, and the beauty of the sur- 
rounding scenery combine to render Gladstone an eligible site for a 
flourishing city ; but the river Ktzroy, farther north, affords a more 
ready access to the interior of the colony, and consequently the 
settlement of Eockhampton, on its banks, has advanced more rapidly 
up to the present time. The town of Eockhampton was founded 
in 1858, and was then the extreme point of European settlement in 
this part of Australia. As the outlet of the vast regions watered 
by the Fitzroy and its tributaries, it is even now a flourishing place, 
and pastoral oooupation has already extended to the Peak Downs 
and to the shores of Broad Sound, Mly two hundred miles farther 
inland and northward. The Queensland Government is about to 
found a new settlement at Port Denison, as the outlet of the 
recently proclaimed district of Kennedy, which will reach to within 
about three hundred miles of the Gulf of Carpentaria. 

" Though Eockhampton is within the tropics, the climate of the 
neighbouring districts, especially on the upland downs and beau- 
tiful prairies of the interior, is in a high degree healthy and 
invigorating. Fresh settlers are fast arriving from New South 
Wales and Victoria, and bring their flocks and herds with them. 
Nor is the value of the wool of the merino sheep deteriorated to 
any sensible extent in these warm latitudes. What the fleece loses 
in weight it gains in softness and delicacy. 

" It will afford some idea of the great space' already covered by 
the settlements of this colony to mention that, on my ofiScial tours 
during the last twelve months, I have myself visited two flourishing 
towns in Queensland (Warwick and Eockhampton) which are 
diatant from each other by the nearest road at least five hundred 
miles : that is, much farther than Galway and Kirkwall respectively 
are distant from London. There is somethiag almost sublime in 
the steady, silent flow of pastoral occupation over north-eastern 
Australia. It resembles the rise of the tide, or some other operation 
of nature, rather than the work of man. 

" Although it is difficult to ascertain exactly what progress may 
may have been made at the end of each week and month, still at 
the close of every year we find that the margin of Christianity and 
civilization has been pushed forward by some two hundred miles." 

The Spitfire was despatched by Governor Sir George Bowen last 
August to examine the north-eastern coast of Australia and to 
search for the mouth of the river Burdekin. She was placed under 
the command of Mr. J. W. Smith, who was accompanied by Mr. 
Dalrymple, Commissioner of Crown Lands ; Mr, Stone, surveyor ; 
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and Mr. Fitzallan, botanical collector. She sailed in August, 1860, 
and passed through the group of Northumberland Islands, which 
are described as presenting a most pleasing appearance. Their 
summits rise to 600 or 800 feet, and were clothed with acacias, 
gum-trees, cypress, laurel, and groups of a very beautiful and useful 
pine. The adjacent " Pine Islands " of Captain King formed 
unbroken forests of straight pines of large dimensions, and afforded 
an excellent harbour. These islands are visited by natives of the 
neighbouring continent, but are not permanently inhabited. The 
Spitfire next sailed to Port Molle, a very good harbour, but unfor- 
tunately shut in by a semicircle of mountains, so unbroken and 
covered with dense scrub as to cut off all apparent means of com- 
munication with the interior and make it useless for commercial 
purposes. Port Denison, the newly discovered harbour, was then 
sought and easily found. " Nothing could be more gratifying than 
the appearance of this splendid little port," sheltered from all 
winds. Starting from here, the coast of Australia was carefully 
examined for the mouth of the Burdekin. First, Cape Upstart was 
reached, where the anchorage was found open and useless, and the 
" Station Hill " of Captain Stokes was ascended, whence a clear 
view was obtained of a network of salt-water creeks, none of which 
could by any possibility be the outlet of the Burdekin. Hence the 
party sailed to the roadstead of Cape Cleveland, where the natives 
■made such hostile demonstrations against them that they went on to 
Magnetical Island, opposite which a long unbroken ridge, running 
from the s.s.e., meets the coast, and affords no gap for the passage 
of any river. Again they returned to Cape Cleveland, and on 
searching its " inner western comer " found large entrances tending 
in the direction where, in the previous year, Mr. Dalrj-mple had 
left the Burdekin a broad running stream. These entrances were 
carefully examined. They were found to form a delta extending 
over 60 miles, and to present flood-marks at a height of 20 feet. 
None of them were accessible from the sea, except with great diffi- 
culty, and their exploration was the more dangerous owing to the 
attitude of the natives. Nevertheless, they were all traced, and 
found to converge in one point close to Dalrymple's furthest in 
1859. No doubt, therefore, remained with the explorers that they 
were the outlets of the river Burdekin, and, at the same time, that 
they were utterly useless for the purposes of navigation. 

The CHAiRMA>f, in calling on the Society to thank the Duke of 
Newcastle for this communication, adverted to the highly pros- 
perous and inviting condition of the new colony of Queensland, 
under the judicious and vigorous administration of his friend Sir 
G. Bowen, the Governor. 



